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Ontario universities are the lowest funded per student in the country. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ontario Universi�es Receive the Lowest Funding Per Domes�c Student
Full-Time Equivalent in Canada

Notes: COU calculates FTEs for interprovincial comparisons using a standard Sta�s�cs Canada methodology, in which 1 full-�me student = 1FTE and 1
part-�me student = 1/3.5 FTEs.

Source: CAUBO, Financial Informa�on of Universi�es and Colleges, 2020-21 and Sta�s�cs Canada. Table37-10-0018-01.
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According to Ontario’s Blue-Ribbon Panel Report (page 35):  “…salary and benefit costs in 
Ontario’s universities per full-time equivalent student are lower than in almost every other 
province.” 
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Ontario’s Blue-Ribbon Panel recommended significant increases in base revenues to 
universities to help ensure the financial sustainability of the sector given its critical role in 
generating the talent and innovation our economy needs. After years of declining real per 
student funding and the 10% cut and freeze to tuition, the Panel recommended an initial boost 
of 15% increase in base revenues in the first year followed by annual increases of 4% per year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Ribbon Panel Recommenda�ons for Ensuring the Financial
Sustainability of Ontario’s Postsecondary Sector

Notes: Blue Ribbon Panel recommenda�ons include 10%, 2% and 2% increases in base opera�ng grants as well as 5%, 2% and
2% increases in domes�c tui�on which when converted to the equivalency of base opera�ng grants is also 5%, 2% and
2% for a combined total of 15%, 4% and 4% ongoing. Excludes Hearst, NOSM U and Université del'Ontario français.
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According to the Blue-Ribbon Panel, the last per student funding increase was in 2008-09, 15 
years ago.  So while the province’s initial funding of nearly $1.3 billion provides a crucial 
injection of needed funds, it falls far short of the Panel’s recommendations by providing less 
than one-third of the recommended increase in operating revenue over three years.  
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Further, the additional time-limited funding does not keep up with inflation, nor does it address 
the impact of repealing Bill 124, and ends after three years, creating a financial cliff for the 
sector in 2027-28. 
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During upcoming negotiations for renewed five-year funding agreements, the province has the 
unique opportunity to increase the funding cap on domestic students to ensure that universities 
can provide the space for more than an additional 100,000 Ontario high school students that are 
expected to apply to an Ontario university by 2030. Without the additional financial support, 
more and more Ontario high school students will be unable to attend a program of their choice 
in Ontario. 

 


	Funding Enrolment Growth to Support Ontario Students and Economic Growth (1)
	COU BRP Anniversary Statement - v2

