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Ontario Universities Growing our Talent Pool

Source: Ontario Universities’ Enrolment Data
Notes: Total fall headcounts

458,020 
481,209 

43,346 

111,649 

501,366 

592,858 

 -

 100,000

 200,000

 300,000

 400,000

 500,000

 600,000

 700,000

2
0

1
2

-1
3

2
0

1
3

-1
4

2
0

1
4

-1
5

2
0

1
5

-1
6

2
0

1
6

-1
7

2
0

1
7

-1
8

2
0

1
8

-1
9

2
0

1
9

-2
0

2
0

2
0

-2
1

2
0

2
1

-2
2

2
0

2
2

-2
3

2
0

2
3

-2
4

Domestic International Total



3

Ontario Universities Transforming to Meeting Changing 
Labour Market Needs

Source: Ontario Universities’ Enrolment Data
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2010 to 2023 enrolment growth:

STEM: 68,826, including: 
• Math & Physical Sci: 33,002
• Engineering & Applied Sci: 

29,634
• Agricultural and Biological Sci:

11,768 

Health Professions: 17,470

Education: 3,319
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Ontario Universities Student Enrolment by Home Region

Source: Ontario Universities’ Enrolment Data
Note:  80,620 Resides (13.6 %) Outside of Canada and 80,138 (13.5 %) Other/Not Specified
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Driving Regional Economic Development through GDP Impact

Source: How Ontario Universities Benefit Regional Economies, The Conference Board of Canada, 
2021 (See individual university economic impact studies for more updated information)
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Figure 1:Figure 

1:

Source: Ensuring Financial Sustainability for Ontario’s Postsecondary Sector, Ontario Blue-Ribbon Panel Report, November 2023, page 11.

Ontario Universities are Graduating Job-Ready Students
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Employment Income of Postsecondary Graduates, 2 Years 
After Graduation

Source: Statistics Canada, ELMLP, MCU OpenSIMS data 
Notes: 2021 income of the 2019 graduating cohort. Number of career, technical or professional training diploma graduates is 53,180 and 52,580 for university 
direct entry undergraduate degrees. Excludes professional degrees (medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, optometry, pharmacy and law)
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Growing Ontario High School Student Demand to 
Attend an Ontario University
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A total of 107,797
unfunded students 
projected by 2030 
(growth after 2023 
only includes 
undergraduate). 

30,927

Sources: COU’s unfunded student model, Ontario universities’ undergraduate enrolment data, and Ontario Ministry of Finance projections for the 18-24 year population.
Notes: Enrolment data for 2022 and 2023 are unfunded fall headcounts calculated from unfunded Weighted Grant Units. Estimates for 2024 and later years apply the 
average cumulative change in participation rate from 2018 to 2020 to future years and apply it to population projections. 

Projected increase in enrolment demand for undergraduate university programs of 76,870
students, based on the Ontario Ministry of Finance demographic projections


