Supporting Growing

University Student Demand
to Meet Ontario’s Labour Needs

More Ontario Students Want a University Education

Over the last five years, Ontario universities have experienced a 16.4% increase —

that's 12,829 more domestic students — in the number of Ontario high school students applying tfo
attend an Ontario university. This shows that Ontario students see the value of a university
education in their future career and talent development.

More Ontario High School Students Want to Attend an Ontario University

95,000

91,158

90,000

85,000

80,000 78,329

75,000

70,000
2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Source: Ontario Universities' Af

It's also projected that up 0 18% Ontario high school students will want to enroll in an Ontario university by 2030,
when considering the expected population growth in 18 to 24-year-olds, according to the Ontario Ministry of
Finance’s July 2023 projections.

Limiting Access to a University Education

Since 20716, a funding cap has been imposed on domestic students at Ontario universities. The current funding cap,
known as the corridor model, limits the number of domestic students for institutions that receive funding. This restricts
Ontario students’ access to a university education in the province.
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Economic Gains and Career Success for University Graduates

Ontario university students are graduating from in-demand of Ontario university graduates are

programs ready to work and contribute to the success of employed two years after graduation,

their local communities and the province’s growth. according to the latest Ministry of
Colleges and Universities Graduate
Survey.
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Graduates of Ontario universities are contributing significantly fo the economy, with
university-educated individuals earning higher wages on average over their lifetime.
According to the Blue-Ribbon Panel's report on postsecondary education, the
economic refurn on investment for university graduates exceeds that of non-degree GDP, according to the
holders, illustrating the long-term financial benefits of university education for Conference Board of
individuals and the broader economy. Canada.
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Fueling Ontario’s In-Demand Fields

Ontariois facing critical labour shortages, and Ontario universities and their graduates are helping fill those needs.
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In response, universities are increasing enrolment

In fact, over the last year, universities have seen

in high-demand fields and adapting programs
that proactively equip students with skills for
critical roles across the province.
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Now is the Time to Ensure Ontario Has the Highly Skilled Talent It Needs

Ontario’s future
economic growth
depends on continuing

to invest in a properly
funded university
system.

Without proper
investment, Ontario
students risk access to
the programs they need
fo ensure the province
has the highly skilled
talent the economy
needs.

By fully funding enrolment expansion and current unfunded domestic students,
Ontario can better respond to changing demographics and increased demand from

Ontario high school students.
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